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Dear Member,
This will be my last newsletter to you as after twelve years I have
decided to stand down as chairperson. Your new chair duly
appointed at the AGM is the absolutely fabulous Patsy Pyke
(photo right)! Many of you will know Patsy from ‘Patsy’s Horse
Fun Events’ which she organises regularly. She is a BHS
Intermediate instructor, a dressage judge, a UKCC Level 3 coach
and that’s just for starters! If we had searched the Earth, a more
suitable, likeable and competent lady could not have been found.
Good luck Patsy. I hope you enjoy the role as much as I have. 
Our New Committee Members
We also welcome Claire
Pearce (left) and
Heather Stiles (right) to
the committee. We
hope you enjoy the
experience and thanks
for volunteering.
Dawn Moreton (programme secretary), Di Hickman (showing at ESRC Shows) and Lauren Hickman,
(Area 5 Show Jumping chef) have sadly left the committee. We thank you all for your hard work on
behalf of the club. You have all been marvelous and will be sorely missed.
Thank you to everyone who came to the AGM and Awards evening. Perton Golf Club was a lovely
venue and I think people enjoyed themselves. I was so surprised and happy to receive an honorary
membership to ESRC and two tickets to Olympia on Friday. Thank you committee!

Olivia Potts with quite a haul!

ESRC SUMMER SHOWS.
Cancer Research Charity donation.
The income from fun classes at our last show, money collected in the dressage test reader tin and
recent Suzie Horsemanship talk
came to £190 so we rounded
up to £200 to make this charity
donation for cancer research
on behalf of the club. Thank
you to all who supported these
events. The final show last
September went well and
included the Doggy Dressage
and Fancy Dress classes as well
as the usual ones. Great fun!

Julie Richards and ‘Harry,’ (left) winners of the Doggy Dressage. Arabella Law on ‘Bouncer’ (right)
with sister Harriet, winners of the Fancy dress.
We have already agreed and published our show dates at Church Farm for 2020, going back to our
traditional first Sunday in the month;
* May 3rd
(Can't do June 7th as it's our Riding Club camp at Lincomb! Yay! ) SO…
*May 31st
*July 5th
*Aug 2nd
*Sept 6th
We have had lots of sponsorship this year with prizes and rosettes etc and we’ll be looking for
sponsors for classes next year also. Feel free to suggest any businesses you think might like to get
involved with this. We hope to encourage more competitors in any way we can. We still need a
supervisor for the Ridden and In-Hand Showing classes!

Area 5 and Competition

Jenny Millman, Racheal Kneller, Natalie Meakins and April Harper came a very respectable 9th out of
18 teams at Dallas Burston Polo Club Arena Eventing for Area 5 in October. They were all brilliant!

Thank you for representing the club girls. 

Membership is now due for 2020. A reminder to our members that membership of the club in 2019
extended to 31st December, not the usual September expiry. Membership renewals are due from
January 1st, 2020. That’s three months you’ve had free! Please see website
eastshropshireridingclub.org .uk for details.
Camp
One of the most popular events we will be organising again next year is our riding club camp. This is
booked for June 5th, 6th and 7th 2020 at Lincomb Equestrian. Everybody has a dressage, show jumping
and XC lesson or just flatwork for those that do not want to jump or have an older horse and there’s
lots of fun and madness in between. Our wonderful and popular Ticky Fletcher, Hannah Jackson, and
Leigh Ann Adams are to be our instructors. Look out for further booking arrangements early next
year.
Programme
A full programme of clinics from your favourite instructors is
brought to you by your hard working committee. Thanks to Sarah
Coulson our new programme secretary. We have a few new clinics
taking place a well as our ‘regulars.’
We had another tack sale in Lower Penn village hall on November
10th which was a success. Thanks to new committee member Claire
Pearce for organising table bookings.
Denise is in the process of organising a cross Country clinic either at
Lincomb or Church Farm, Tong. Date to TBC.
Mounted Games This event is scheduled at Rodbaston in May. Cath
Westwood is now in charge of this. There will be the opportunity to
have a go to see if you’re horse enjoys it without commiting
yourselves, then team selection and practice will be going ahead
well ahead of the competition date next year so look out for
notification of dates if you want to have a go.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.
Bev Higgs

But before you go – it’s farewell from me but the fun goes on! Please read
below a message from your new chair, Patsy Pyke.

New Chairman’s Message. December 2019
Email to patsy_horserider@btinternet.com
2019 has been a busy year for the fabulous East Shropshire Riding Club. The monthly shows, Area
competitions, clinics and other events have been well supported and hopefully everyone will
continue to make the ESRC - in Bev’s words - ‘The Best Riding Club in the World’!
It is with great sadness that some of the previous committee have retired but on behalf of everyone
I would like to thank them all for their wonderful support and hard work. We welcome some new
faces onto the committee who will be bringing fresh ideas to the programme.
I am very honoured to be taking over as Chairman, however, I know the success of the club relies on
the ongoing hard work and dedication of the amazing committee and those others who give up their
time so freely and, of course with the ongoing support at events and clinics of you, the members.
Beverley Higgs must be the hardest act to follow, not only for her super efficiency, but also for her
amazing attention to detail and her brilliant way of enthusing everyone around her. I will not be
trying to emulate her as I know I would fail dismally! I will use the huge experience and talents of the
committee to continue to produce a varied programme that, hopefully, will enable every member to
have fun with their horses whatever their level. One idea that I would like to put into action starting
on January 25th will be a monthly ‘Club night/day’ to enable members to meet up with other
member, learn new skills and just have some fun, not always necessarily on a horse. Please contact
a member of the committee if you have some ideas for these club days/evenings.
As an accredited BHS coach I would also like to introduce the BHS ‘Challenge Awards’ in horse care,
riding and rider fitness’ – please have a look at the BHS website and let me know if there are
subjects that you would find interesting..
Please ensure you look on the 2020 BRC Calendar Dates for all team and individual competitions and
contact the member of the committee if you would like to represent your club. Everyone’s
welcome!!
The new BRC 2020 Handbook is now available to download as a pdf file
from the BRC website and will come into effect on 1 January 2020. Hard
copies will be available to purchase from the BHS Shop soon. The BRC
Handbook contains everything you need to know to compete in official
Riding Club competitions, including what you and your horse are allowed to
wear, eligibility criteria and rules for all the different Qualifiers and
Championships.

On behalf of the committee we would like to take this opportunity
to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and
we look forward to seeing many of you out and about with your
horses and ponies in 2020.
From your new Chair, Patsy Pyke

